
GNUe Reports Proposal



Steps in the Process
Thesearethegeneralstepsin theprocess.Theflowchart(Figure1) givesa graphicalrepre-
sentationof theideashere.

1. Clientsubmitsreportrequestto reportengine

• reportdefinitionselected

• default or multipledefined(or none)

• outputdefined(printer, file, webpublish,stream(printpreview))

2. Reportdefinitionprocessedby reportengine

• reportdefinitionread

• bizrulesfrom reportread

• callsto gedi(libgda)usedto receivedata

• datamergedwith specificationof reportdefinition

• resultingxml file/streamcreated

3. Notificationreturnedto client

• if no default just returnsjob done

• if default then

• resultingxml file/streamrun throughjade/xslt

• desiredformatsentto outputselected

Archiving
Theideais in largeenvironmentsoftentimesthereis needfor staticreportingthatneedsto be
archivedfor largeperiodsof time.Thisgivesyouseveraloptions.

Example 1. Monthly Archives

Monthly you couldhave a batchprocessrun your financialsandonly createthe xml output
to disk.Thenyou couldhavea webapplicationthaton requestwould run only step3. Which
wouldrunthroughJade/XSLT andgivehtml back,or if thesereportswereaccessedfrequently
maybethatbatchprocessautogeneratetheHTML filesor PDFfor archival.

Report Management
Thisreportservernotonly givesyouflexible reportingin aclient,but givesyou lotsof archiv-
ing flexibility somethinglarger entitiesare desparatefor. This could be a larger part of a
documentmanagment/ paperlesssystem.As a client couldrequestmultiple outputs.

Example 2. Law Firm Revisions
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I ama law firm. I draft a legal documentthatneedsto besubmitted.SoI throw a copy to the
printer andchooseto save to file aspdf. Thentwo dayslater I make a few editsanddo the
same.I now have a built in history of the files asI sentthemto the client for approval not
just themostcurrentcopy. Normally I wouldhaveto print in duplicateandfile onecopy. This
modelremovesthatmanualprint andstoreprocess.

Performance
Thesearejust ideasfrom a few of us loons.We realizeperformancemay take a hit, but we
seea lot of repeatreportingin our locationswherewewoudl seeVAST improvement.

Example 3. We All Need The Same Data

10 directorsall want thesamereport.If we did in a client they all 10 hit thedatabasefor the
report.(which is a largeconsolidationsoratherintense).

Thealternative is to pre-printthereportandhandto eachof them.Thismodelwoudlallow us
to batchsaidreportsandcreatestatichtml for onlineviewing andotherformatsfor printing if
needbe.We canthensave theseif we want for archivals.Thusinsteadof 10 intensequeries
wehave1 intensequerythathappensin themiddleof thenight in off peakhours.
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Supporting Documentation

Figure 1. GNUe Reports Flowchart
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